Chapter XXffl
THE POPE AND THE MISSIONS

I

N one field of activity the Pope had received no criticism
of any sort for the first thirteen years of his reign; that is
the mission field. It had looked as if he would go down to
posterity as the greatest Pope for developing Missions.
His famous encyclical of the 28th February, 1926, which
I am referring to in some detail in the Chapter on Chinese
Missions, showed the Pope to be determined that native
clergy, no matter what their nationality, should be treated,
as far as possible, on the same plane as white clergy.
There is no doubt that his organisation, however much
criticised by more conservative workers in the mission
field, has led to a very considerable increase in the number
of non-European converts. The Abyssinian incident,
however, has called a halt to this feeling that Pope Pius is
the friend of all native races. It is probably entirely
wrong to think that he is not so, since all his pronounce-
ments have shown his affection for every race; but the
support he gave and is giving to-day to the Italian occupa-
tion of Abyssinia is without doubt causing a set-back in
many mission fields.
One of his first actions after he was elected Pope was to
transfer the centre of the great Missionary Society for the
propagation of the faith from Lyons to Rome. His next
step was to bring together a missionary exhibition in